88    THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
monotonous iteration through the lifetime of the New DeaL
The chief mouthpiece for criticism of the president's policies
was the press, and the genesis of its hostility to Roosevelt is
worth remark. An acrimonious dispute over the newspaper
publishing code—with NRA officials seeking, among other
things, to prohibit child labor among news vendors—early
antagonized the owners of the press. Certain publishers never
tired of pointing to the barefoot newsboy as the sacred sym-
bol of self-help despite Warden Lewis E. Lawes's testimony
that seven out of ten inmates of Sing Sing had sold papers in
their youth. In respect to staif employees as well, the NRA's
proposals concerning working hours, wages and fair prac-
tices proved unacceptable to the American Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association. Late in 1933 this group submitted a code
providing neither minimum wages nor shorter hours, claim-
ing that imposition of a more rigid policy would hamper
freedom of the press and the discharge of those civic services
which (they argued) set journalism apart from ordinary
businesses. Eventually, in February, 1934, a compromise
code was signed that appeared to satisfy nobody.
As another by-product of the collective-bargaining guar-
antees under the Blue Eagle, a group of newsmen with vivid
memories of the steep salary cuts and dismissals of 1929-
1933 organized the American Newspaper Guild in December,
1933, The first national union of its kind, it owed much to
the leadership of that bluff, crusading columnist Heywood
Broun and gained some twenty thousand members within
the decade. With fair success it helped to raise the meager sal-
aries of reporters, but even at the close of this era had failed
to win for them any real contractual security* Meanwhile,
publishers loudly lamented the decline of self-reliance in the
ranks and of the old romantic ideas of individualism, blam-
ing it all on the officiousness of the New Deal.
Besides these contested points, the identification of great
newspaper corporations with other forms of Big Business
tended to swing editorial opinion considerably to the right of

